106                            BLACK   OSTLERS.

ing, it may be observed, that her domestics con-
sisted of some of her pupils, whom she had selected
for the performance of the household duties. Mo-
rality here is at a very low ebb amongst the adult
native population, and infidelity in the married
state is a common occurrence. During our short
stay, a poor fellow came to complain to Mr. Davy
that his wife had gone to live with another man,
and that when he went to demand her restoration,
the guilty paramour and his friends turned him off*
with a sound beating. The circumstance did not
seem to excite much surprise, although Mr. Davy
gave every possible attention to the poor fellow's
case, as he never omitted any opportunity of exert-
ing his influence for the moral benefit of the com-
munity.

In the course of the day I had an opportunity of
examining a snake which a Timmanee black car-
ried, as ladies wear boas in England, round his
neck, which is a common practice. It was about
a yard long, and six inches in circumference. The
blacks frequently extract the teeth of these reptiles,
even those of the most venomous species, a process
which renders them harmless. In the evening we
returned to Freetown. The black ostler, who is
generally a Krooman, performs in this country a
double duty, for he not only attends the horse in
the stable, but accompanies him on his journey,
keeping pace with the animal at whatever rate his
master pleases to ride. This would be a very good